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natural food, decimated the population. Trade and
industry had ceased. The colleges of the University
were deserted. Desolate streets and empty houses
bore witness to the sufferings of a town which even
then owed much of its prosperity to the visitors who
were attracted by the fame of the gayest and most
pleasure-loving capital in Western Europe. But an
unsuccessful attempt to surprise one of the gates was
made the pretext for introducing a Spanish garrison
sufficient to guard the city against the despair of its
inhabitants as well as against assault.

As Philip II. had previously embarked on the In-
vincible Armada the men and treasures which would
have completed the conquest of the Netherlands, so
he now left Parma to struggle with insufficient
resources against Prince Maurice, while he poured his
soldiers into France. Four or five thousand Span-
iards were sent into Brittany. The wife of the Duke
of Mercoeur, the Leaguist governor of that province,
was descended in the female line from the old ducal
House, and Mercoeur had counted on Breton love of
independence for support in a struggle against a
prince in whose veins there ran no drop of the blood
of the Duchess Anne ; but he was soon so hard pressed
by the Prince of Dombes, the chief of the Loyalists,
that he had been compelled to beg for help from
Philip II. No sooner had the Spaniards landed than
Queen Elizabeth, who could not allow the Breton
ports to fall into the hands of Spain, sent 3,000 Eng-
lish to the assistance of the King's forces and Brittany
became the scene of a tedious war, little connected
with military operations in other parts of France, in